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Z A L L I N G E R 
M O U N T A I N  H O L I D A Y S  A N D  R E S T A U R A N T

Original cuisine and fabulous sun terrace with breathtaking views.  
Alpe di Siusi, 2,054 m – We can't wait to see you!

Has time come to  
a standstill here?

O R  A R E  W E  
J U S T  A  S T E P  A H E A D ?
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Florian lift
Hotel Tirler – TRAIL NO. 9 (1 hr and 15 mins.)

SLOPE NO. 34 or TRAIL NO. 9 (6 mins)
H O W  D O  I  G E T  T H E R E ?
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Winter wonderland and Christ-
mas magic, skiing and snow-
boarding, cross-country skiing, 
tobogganing and ice skating and 
exploring the pristine winter 
countryside on snowshoes, to-
gether with cultural attractions, 
regional specialities, mountain 
magic and alpine wellness - the 
holiday area Seiser Alm ticks 
every single box for snow fans!

Join us as we journey through 
an array of fascinating, varie-
ty-packed topics:

There were great festivities this 
autumn, and not just for devoted 
Spatzen fans: The “35th anniver-
sary of the Kastelruther Spatzen” 
an incredible success story 
that knows no equal. Frontman 
Norbert Rier joined ALPE edi-
tor-in-chief Elisabeth Augustin 
for a chat: Find out more in the 
ALPE Magazine Special.

Pure nostalgia: Ski veteran Otto 
Mauroner takes you on a trip 
back to bygone days, and in-
spires old and young with his 
“nostalgia” ski shows. Rails, 

jumps and fun: Together with 
freestyle pro Silvia Bertagna, the 
coolest of kids braved the Seiser 
Alm Snowpark and learned their 
first moves. If you’re interested 
in culture, the Museum of Tradi-
tional Dress in Castelrotto is the 
place for you. The local heritage 
society has set itself the task of 
bringing together a collection 
of original traditional costumes 
stitched in loving detail, old doc-
uments and historical photo-
graphs, and presenting them to 
the public. 

Preserving the old and creating 
the new - the “Markt am Platz J. 
Delago” general store in the pic-
turesque village square in Fiè 
allo Sciliar performs this balanc-
ing act with the greatest of skill. 
Take a look through these pages 
to discover how the small “shop 
out of time” makes a courageous 
stand against anonymous retail 
chains. And last but not least, we 
come to the culinary delights... 
How do you fancy a “Linzer” 
slice? This traditional delicacy is 
the perfect sweet treat for a cold 
winter‘s day.

ALPE - Your holiday companion 
in our holiday area Seiser Alm! 
In addition to important infor-
mation on public services, you 
will find a wealth of handy tips 
for the best restaurants, inns, 
meet-up venues and places to 
enjoy a spot of shopping in the 
villages of Castelrotto, Siusi allo 
Sciliar, Fiè allo Sciliar, Seiser Alm 
and Tires al Catinaccio. The mag-
azine also features a detailed 
program of top events, cultural 
attractions and convivial win-
ter highlights as well as a sneak 
preview of the summer 2020 
calendar.

We hope you enjoy this edition 
and wish you a wonderful, un-
forgettable stay, filled with hap-
piness and relaxation.

Eduard Tröbinger Scherlin
President for Seiser Alm  
Marketing and the Tourist  
Offices of Castelrotto, Siusi 
allo Sciliar, Fiè allo Sciliar, Sei-
ser Alm and Tires al Catinaccio

Dear guests!



The atmosphere of the villages in the holiday area Seiser Alm is  
particularly magical during the festive season. The small but beautiful 
Christmas markets, one of which is in Tires al Catinaccio, are  
a wonderful chance to meet up and see the year out in good cheer. 

Crisp winter air and the smell of Christmas 
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Otto Mauroner is an institution on the high  
plateau under the Sciliar. At just under eighty 
years old he is still as fit as a fiddle, and is  
the undisputed star of ski nostalgia shows.

Even as a young lad, Otto was fired up with fervour 
for all and everything connected to skiing and, up 
until just a few years ago, he was still skiing compet-
itively. All his life, he has taken a keen interest in the 
success of his skiing contemporaries, from “Kitz-
bühel” ski legend Toni Sailer to skier of the century 
Annemarie Moser Pröll, to Super-Swede Ingemar 
Stenmark and countless other unforgotten names 
that have made the headlines of the sports press 
over the decades.

In international ski circles, Otto Mauroner was the 
insider extraordinaire. For many years he super-
vised the young athletes in the Seiser Alpe Sports 
Club and, as he says emphatically, took the greatest 
of pleasure in doing so in his spare time. And spare 
time was thin on the ground: As an independent 
carpenter by trade, keeping on top of business was 
a time-consuming affair for Otto.

ASC Nostalgia Group. It must be about twenty 
years ago, says Otto, that the Seiser Alpe Sports 
Club came up with the idea of establishing a nos-
talgia group. Otto was enthused, and was immedi-
ately appointed president of the group. “There are 
30 members, of whom around seven of us are ac-
tively involved,” he says. Being actively involved 
means participating in Nostalgia Group events sev-
eral times a year: Only a few members are willing 
to make this commitment, but all of them help out 
and get involved. Over the years, they have gath-
ered a veritable treasure trove of skiwear memora-
bilia, along with original ski equipment dating back 
to the incipient years of skiing.

Otto feels extremely fortunate in that the local 
council have provided them with a room in the 
newly-renovated Laechler Manor in Castelrotto 
village centre, home to the local Museum of Tra-

E

»
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Text: Rosa Maria Erlacher 
Photo: Helmuth Rier

Skiing is in his blood:  
Otto Mauroner hasn’t  
missed a big skiing  
event in decades.

A Nostalgic
Snow Trip



ditional Dress. “We are in the process of turning 
this club room into a small ski museum,” enthuses 
the avid collector. The museum will also house the 
skis of great Norwegian writer Henrik Ibsen, who 
built the “Villa Ibsen” in Siusi allo Sciliar and whose 
descendants lived in the villa for decades before 
selling it on. How this particular piece of nostalgic 
memorabilia came into possession of the associa-
tion is a story which Otto tells in meticulous detail. 

Henrik Ibsen’s skis. When the villa in Siusi allo Scil-
iar came up for sale many years ago, “Tschon Luis,” 
caretaker at the Urthaler inn, helped his brother-in-
law Otto to clean it up and clear it out. While they 
were doing so, they came across an ancient pair of 
skis, like the ones originally used by Scandinavians. 

Made in wood, they were about 2 metres in length, 
and bore the words “Nordcup Ski Oslo.” The men 
did not know what to do with their find, but they 
hung onto the skis. They turned up again during last 
year’s renovations of the “Rauchhütte” mountain 
hut on the Seiser Alm, and the owner passed the 
“relic” on to the Ski Museum in Castelrotto. “What 
an incredibly lucky coincidence,” says Otto.

Star of the show. The nostalgia group has organ-
ised many performances since it was founded. One 
particularly special event was their opening ski run 
for the World Cup races on the “Saslong” slope in 
the Val Gardena. “Before the official race started, 
we performed our show on the slope in front of the 
grandstands,” Otto recalls, reminiscing over the 
splendour and glory of times past. He himself skied 
down on original hickory skis in flexible wood - 
“you always have to keep them well-greased” - with 
wooden edges – “but only in deep snow,” he em-
phasizes. On hard slopes, the nostalgia skiers pre-
fer to take recourse to more recent models with se-
cure bindings, to make sure that they get safely to 
their destination. However, like Otto, some mem-
bers of the group - including a few ski instructors - 
have also mastered the ancient Telemark technique 
which is very similar to the original skiing style. This 
means they can don the original, hard-leather ski 
boots, with toe bindings that leave the heel free. 

International participation. Otto loves his role as 
a custodian of tradition, and lives up to the title 
with aplomb. He and “his” group love providing a 
vibrant fringe programme of events for the World 
Cup award ceremonies in Val Gardena. They also 
make frequent public appearances as an “alterna-
tive line-up” to the ski school events of acrobatic 
showmanship. Over the last few years a number of 
similar nostalgia groups have sprung up in South 
Tyrol, Germany, Austria and Switzerland, and they 
spur each other on in fostering and furthering their 
hobby. Last winter, as part of the “80 Years of the 
Seiser Alm Ski Resort” jubilee celebrations, an “In-
ternational Nostalgia Jamboree Race” was held on 
the Panorama slope together with a period-clothing 
procession and prize-giving ceremony. Otto feels 
that “international participation” is of key impor-
tance as, these days, everything is based on reci-
procity. Otto and his team receive invitations to at-
tend and perform at nostalgia events on both sides 
of the Brenner. “It keeps you young,” says Otto, and 
there’s no doubt he’s right. «
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Otto and his nostalgia group  
are often to be found  
on the Seiser Alm.
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Things that we take for granted today were, at one 
time, pioneering feats of technology: Just think of 
the train that traversed the Brenner Pass for the 
first time in 1867, allowing skiing enthusiasts from 
the other side of the Alps to make their way to an 
Alpine landscape that was eagerly waiting to be 
discovered. The Dolomites were not readily acces-
sible at that time but, by the beginning of the 20th 
century, the Seiser Alm was already renowned as 
an outstanding skiing destination. Getting up 

there was no easy business, but when a cable car 
was established from the Val Gardena to the Sei-
ser Alm and the road was built from the village of 
Siusi allo Sciliar to the Seiser Alm, the horizons 
opened up for the tourism industry. 

In winter 1938/39, the first ski lift opened on the 
Seiser Alm. Known as the “Slittovia Joch-Pano-
rama,” it was the first lift to be used exclusively 
for the skiing industry. This was, to all effects, the 

80 Years  
Seiser Alm  
Ski Resort 

The “Slittovia Joch-Panorama” was the first purpose-built ski lift on the  
Seiser Alm. It made its inaugural run in the winter of 1938/1939. 

»
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Platz für  
Tradition.
Zum Beispiel für deine Werte.  Und was ist dir wichtig?

Spazio alla 
tradizione.
Ad esempio per i tuoi valori.  Cosa conta di più per te?

Als Südiroler Bank sind wir mit der lokalen Kultur und unserem Brauchtum fest verwurzelt. Südtirol ist einzigartig und darum fördern wir seine kulturelle Vielfalt.  www.raiffeisen.it
In veste di banca altoatesina, le nostre radici affondano nella cultura, nelle usanze e nei costumi del territorio. L’Alto Adige è una realtà unica nel suo genere, la cui ricchezza culturale merita di essere valorizzata.   www.raiffeisen.it
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Kastelruth - St. Ulrich

Schlern - Rosengarten

ALPE

Jubiläumsausgabe
80 Jahre Skigebiet Seiser Alm

 Edizione speciale80 anni area sciistica Alpe di Siusi

Anniversary edition
80 years ski area Alpe di Siusi

DE | IT | E

SpecialThe history of skiing  
in words and pictures.
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In 2019, its jubilee year, 
the success story of skiing  
in the holiday area Seiser Alm  
was celebrated in style.

birth of skiing as we know it today: A swift and 
easy ride uphill, and back down again on skis and 
groomed pistes. 80 years have passed since then 
and today, with 21 state-of-the-art ski lifts and  
62 km of perfectly groomed pistes, cross-county 
trails, ski schools and fun parks, Europe’s largest 
mountain plateau is one of the best ski resorts 
in the world. 

Jubilee inauguration. Special events should be 
celebrated in style, and “80 years of the Seiser 
Alm ski resort” was the perfect chance to take a 
look back over the years, not only on the vast ex-
panses of endless freedom and the breathtaking 
countryside which have always lured skiers here, 
but also on the technological innovations which 
have made such an immense contribution to the 
Seiser Alm’s standing as one of the best winter 
sports resorts in the world today. 

The “80 years of the Seiser Alm ski resort” jubi-
lee was cause for great festivities last winter, and 
countless events and ventures were organised. In 
a special issue of “ALPE,” we took a look back on 
the decades and the evolution of the rural land-
scape to a ski resort par excellence, all illustrated 
with an abundance of historic images. The Siusi 
allo Sciliar Culture Centre inaugurated the jubi-
lee with a gala evening, during which a documen-
tary film was premiered. The film was  broadcast 
on a number of TV channels over the course of 
the winter months, and detailed the exceptional 
achievements of the pioneers of winter sports on 
the Seiser Alm: These were the intrepid entre-
preneurs whose resourceful efforts, within the 
technological confines of the time, succeeded in 
satisfying the ever-more exacting requirements 
of winter sports enthusiasts. The film was also 
screened at the Seiser Alm cable car station, and 
proved extremely popular with guests. »»

Winter | ALPE 13
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Pure nostalgia. On four afternoons, the historic 
Slittovia sledge lift was brought back into opera-
tion. Guests were delighted to have the opportu-
nity to ride up the mountain on the 80 year-old lift, 
drink an aperitif at one or other of the ski school’s 
nostalgia shows and feast their eyes on the sunset 
from the Panorama slope. The “International Nos-
talgia Jamboree Race” was the closing highlight of 
the romantic trip back to the good old days: Com-
petitors donned sharp-edged skis and billowing 
trousers and skirts, and wowed the jury as they 
raced their way to the finishing line. The event was 
followed by an award ceremony, rounding off the 
day on a note of good cheer.  

A roadshow exhibition also made the rounds of 
the villages of Castelrotto, Siusi allo Sciliar, Fiè allo 
Sciliar, Tires al Catinaccio and the Seiser Alm. An 
enormous hit with guests and locals alike, it show-
cased original photos from days gone by and pro-
vided an informative insight into the evolution of 
the skiing area over the past 80 years. « 

Jubilee guests: An enthusiastic  
skier from the Val Sarentino  
dressed in period gear. 
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A morning at the Seiser Alm Snowpark with  
Silvia Bertagna and five children, their eyes  
aglow with joy: It’s not every day that you  
get the chance to pick up tips from a pro … 

When we meet a cheery Silvia at the entrance to 
the Snowpark, you’d almost think she was just a 
young girl: South Tyrol’s only freestyle skier in the 
Italian Freeski A team, Silvia Bertagna from Ron-
cadizza (Castelrotto) takes her place at the start-
ing block in the Slopestyle and Big Air World Cup.
Freeskiing, the latest trend in skiing, particularly 
amongst children and young people, is a relatively 
new sport which first began in the 1980s and de-
buted as an Olympic sport in 1992. It comprises 
the two original disciplines of “Aerial” in which 
athletes perform in-air tricks, “Mogul,“ down a 
bumpy piste, the more recent jump-disciplines of 
“Halfpipe“ and “Big Air,” and “Slopestyle,” where 
competitors race down a terrain-park style obsta-
cle course with jumps and rails which can be tack-

led in a number of ways. This discipline calls for a 
great deal of creativity in how athletes approach 
the obstacles.  

Silvia Bertagna has been a member of the Ital-
ian Freeski team since 2013, and has competed 
against women half her age in World Cup and 
Olympic events. Now, at just over 30 years old, she 
is as motivated as ever and has the physical fitness 
and health to get another peak season in. The kids 
are over the moon to meet her, and she high-fives 
each of them in turn as she asks their names.  

Speed control is of the essence. When we get to 
the Snowpark, Silvia does a few warm-up exercises 
with the kids. Then we ski round the Snowpark - a 

A

Text: Katja Sanin 
Photo: Helmuth Rier »

Silvia Bertagna:  
Freestyle is a way of life.

Winter | ALPE 17

Adventure
Slopestyle
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pretty impressive sight for a laywoman - without 
taking the obstacles. “The most important thing 
is to take the jumps and rails slowly at first, and 
then build up your speed as you gain confidence 
with the course,” explains Silvia. At precisely that 
moment, we see a father and his son of around 6 
years old who, unwitting and inexperienced, races 
over a small rail at breakneck speed and takes off 
like a plane. Luckily children are supple, and the 
boy walks away scared but otherwise unscathed.
Silvia tells the children to always check that the 
obstacles are free, to take a look behind them be-
fore starting, and to never, ever hang around the 
area after landing. At the edge of the Snowpark, 
she practices 180° turns from a standing position 
with the kids. They then practice the same move 
on a box and all five manage it first time round 
without falling. Result! The kids are clearly in their 

element; all of them are fully kitted-out with twin-
tipped skis, curved and upturned at both ends, 
and the requisite ski poles, a little shorter than 
classic downhill poles. Helmets and back protec-
tion are indispensable, as falls and knocks are in-
evitable in this sport. It sounds dangerous to a 
parent’s ears at first, but when children learn to 
control their speed Slopestyle is immense fun. The 
main thing is to start small, and work your way up 
slowly and steadily. And kids always have more fun 
doing twists and jumps in the Snowpark than they 
do carving turns down the slopes. 

The great thing about the Seiser Alm Snowpark 
is that it has obstacles suitable for beginners, for 
World-Cup athletes to train on, and for World 
Cup races. Kids of all ages and abilities gather to-
gether here: We watch some children who are try- »
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At the Seiser Alm Snowpark ,  
the pros perform spectacular 
leaps while the newcomers  
are ready and waiting  
at the starting gates.  



20 ALPE | Winter

ing their hands at Slopestyle for the first time 
and, shortly afterwards, gaze in awe as the Ital-
ian A team, that take advantage of the perfect 
training conditions,  leap from the big ramp 
at a speed and height that would take your 
breath away. Beginners learn, then, and pros 
hone their skills to perfection: For this reason, 
mutual respect and constant vigilance when 
training and tackling obstacles are of the ut-
most importance. 

There are numerous freeski groups in South 
Tyrol. The largest organisations are Freeride 
Club Val Gardena and Vitamin F in Brunico, but 
there are also countless other smaller groups 
who train children and foster upcoming talent. 
In recent months, the Seiser Alm Ski Team has 
also established an Under-12 Freeski section. 

The USA and Canada are the leading World Cup 
nations, but Norway and Switzerland are also 
well-represented in the top global rankings. 
South Tyrol’s top freeskiers, Silvia Bertagna 
and Ralph Welponer, are in the Italian A team, 
while Rene Montelone, Moritz Happacher and 
Simon Leitner are members of the B team. And 
in Matteo Giacomuzzi, we may soon see an-
other South Tyrolean make the leap into the 
national team. 

The five children who have spent the day with 
Silvia Bertagna at the Snowpark still have a 
long way to go before they reach these lev-
els, but maybe one or the other might get the 
taste for it…Who knows? Practice makes per-
fect, as the proverb goes! In the meantime, we 
can safely say that they will all be perfecting 
their twists and jumps on the trampolines in 
Tires playpark next summer, and putting their 
skills to the test at the Snowpark in winter. «

AFFORDABLY AND CONVENIENTLY
TO THE WINTER WONDERLAND

Benefi t card for toboganists, hikers and snow shoe hikers, cross-country skiers.
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Combi Card 3 in 7* ... 43,00 Euro
In the course of 7 successive days (after fi rst use)

>  3 times to the Seiser Alm and back, with the Seiser Alm Aerial Cableway
or the Seiser Alm Express (Bus Routes 10) 

>  unrestricted use of the Shuttle Bus Service (Bus Routes 1, 2, 3, 3A, 5 and 15) 
around the Seiser Alm and the Almbus (Bus Routes 11) 

Combi Card 7* ... 56,00 Euro
Valid for 7 successive days (after fi rst use)

>  unrestricted use of the Seiser Alm Aerial Cableway
or the Seiser Alm Express (Bus Route 10)

>  unrestricted use of the Shuttle Bus Service (Bus Routes 1, 2, 3, 3A, 5 and 15) 
around the Seiser Alm and the Almbus (Bus Routes 11) 

Combi Card 14* ... 84,00 Euro
Valid for 14 successive days (after fi rst use)

>  unrestricted use of the Seiser Alm Aerial Cableway
or the Seiser Alm Express (Bus Route 10)

>  unrestricted use of the Shuttle Bus Service (Bus Routes 1, 2, 3, 3A, 5 and 15) 
around the Seiser Alm and the Almbus (Bus Routes 11) 

Nordic Pass 3 in 7* ... 54,00 Euro
In the course of 7 successive days (after fi rst use)

>  on 3 days unrestricted use of the Seiser Alm Aerial Cableway or the Seiser Alm 
Express (Bus Route 10), on the same 3 days unrestricted use of using the Cross-
Country Ski Courses Seiser Alm / Val Gardena and the Almbus (Bus Route 11)

>  unrestricted use of the Shuttle Bus Service (Bus Routes 1, 2, 3, 3A, 5 and 15) 

Nordic Pass 7* ... 75,00 Euro
Valid for 7 successive days (after fi rst use)

>  unrestricted use of the Cross-Country Ski Courses Seiser Alm / Val Gardena,
of the Seiser Alm Aerial Cableway, the Seiser Alm Express (Bus Route 10) 
and the Almbus (Bus Route 11) 

>  unrestricted use of the Shuttle Bus Service (Bus Routes 1, 2, 3, 3A, 5 and 15) 

Nordic Pass 14* ... 116,00 Euro
Valid for 14 successive days (after fi rst use)

>  unrestricted use of the Cross-Country Ski Courses Seiser Alm / Val Gardena,
of the Seiser Alm Aerial Cableway, the Seiser Alm Express (Bus Route 10) 
and the Almbus (Bus Route 11) 

>  unrestricted use of the Shuttle Bus Service (Bus Routes 1, 2, 3, 3A, 5 and 15) 

The Combi Card and the Nordic Pass are not transferable and are available at all cash desks of the Seiser Alm Aerial Cableway, 
at the tourist offi ces of Fiè allo Sciliar and Siusi allo Sciliar, at the Alpin Sports Company in Castelrotto and at your accommodation. 
Children (born after 30.11.2011) and persons on wheelchairs ride free of charge. Juniors (born after 30.11.2003) pay only half fare.

* The Guest Card “Südtirol Alto Adige Guest Pass” which is not available for purchase and is issued free of charge 
to the guests by the accommodation, includes a price reduction for the Combi Card and the Nordic Pass.

ohne auto-mobil - senza auto-mobileCombi Card

Your Name & Surname. Card not trasferable.

Senior - 43,00 Euro

Carta numero: 240120

29.12.2019 - ore 9:34

ohne auto-mobil - senza auto-mobile

Your Name & Surname. Card not trasferable.

ohne auto-mobil - senza auto-mobile

Nordic Pass

Your Name & Surname. Card not trasferable.

Senior - 54,00 Euro
Carta numero: 256 177

27.12.2019 - ore 11:12

Seiser Alm Aerial Cableway
39040 Siusi allo Sciliar · via Sciliar, 39
Phone +39 0471 704 270 · Fax +39 0471 704 269
www.seiseralmbahn.it · info@seiseralmbahn.it

Practice makes perfect.  
Obstacles call for respect. 
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Hot on the heels of the scientists,  
the mid- 19th century saw the arrival  
of the first tourists to the Dolomites.

To mark the 10th anniversary of 

the Dolomites’ listing as a 

UNESCO World Natural Heritage 

site, Tyrolean photographer 

Georg Tappeiner held an exhibi-

tion dedicated to the region in 

the Sciliar-Catinaccio Visitor 

Centre in Siusi. During the closing 

ceremony, Erwin Brunner read an 

excerpt from the book “Die Ent-

deckung der Dolomiten” [The Dis-

covery of the Dolomites].

Mr. Brunner, you are the  

publisher of the book “The  

Discovery of the Dolomites.” 

What is your relationship  

with the Dolomites?

Erwin Brunner: I grew up in the 

Val Pusteria, at the foot of the 

Dolomites, and hiked the moun-

tains with my father as a child. l 

have been living and working in 

Hamburg since 1982, most 

recently as editor-in-chief of the 

“National Geographic 

Deutschland” [National Geo-

graphic Germany]. In 2009, when 

the Dolomites were declared a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site, we 

brought out a special “Dolomites” 

issue. During my research for the 

publication I stumbled upon a 

book entitled “The Dolomite 

Mountains” published in London 

in 1864 and it opened my eyes to 
Interview: Rosa Maria Erlacher 
Photo: Helmuth Rier »

The Discovery  
of the Dolomites

Surreal rocky walls,  
the hallmark of  
the Dolomites.
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a whole new perspective on the 

Dolomites: the first tourists!

Who were the original  

authors?

The authors were Joshua Gilbert 

and George C. Churchill. Gilbert 

was a painter, illustrator, art critic 

and writer while Churchill was a 

lawyer in Manchester who, later 

in life, dedicated himself primarily 

to the pursuit of botany. Both, it 

would seem, were men of means 

and travelled extensively, often 

together with their wives. Most of 

the book was written by Gilbert. 

He was a man of letters, and the 

book was written in such a capti-

vating style that it very quickly 

became a bestseller, bringing this 

hitherto unfamiliar mountain 

world to fame not only in England, 

but throughout Europe. A 

German translation appeared in 

Klagenfurt as early as 1865. 

Did the “Pale Mountains” al-

ready have their name?

Yes, in scientific circles involved 

in the study of mountain geomor-

phology, academics were already 

familiar with the Dolomites. In 

the year of the French Revolution, 

1789, French scientist Dèodat de 

Dolomieu discovered a new rock 

during his travels through Tyrol: 

This newly discovered mineral 

was named “Dolomite” a few 

years later in honour of its discov-

erer.

Why did it take so long  

for the Dolomites to  

reach fame?

The world’s greatest travellers at 

that time were the English who, 

with intrepid pioneering spirit, 

travelled the length and breadth 

of the world including the Alps. 

The quintessence of the mountain 

world in the eyes of well-heeled 

Englishmen was Switzerland, play-

ground of Europe for mountain 

hikers and climbers, who wrote 

The multi-faceted Dolomites 
hold a special allure  
for natural scientists.  
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Die faszinierende Bergwelt  
der Dolomiten.

The mountains of the Dolomites can 
be thought of as a fossilised coral 
reef arching up into the sky in spec-
tacular fashion. Thanks to their mo-
numental beauty as well as their 
geological and geomorphologic sig-
nificance, the so-called Pale Moun-
tains were awarded UNESCO World 
Heritage status in 2009. Divided into 
nine areas and forming part of the 
Sciliar-Catinaccio Natural Park, the 

Dolomites are considered one of the 
most beautiful natural landscapes in 
the world.

Sciliar-Catinaccio Nature Park: 
South Tyrol’s oldest natural reserve, 
a 7,291-hectare park, is situated in the 
western Dolomites and was founded 
in 1974. The Sciliar is an impressive 
mountain range whose emblematic 
outline, that includes the Santner and 

Euringer peaks, stands out as one of 
the signature landmarks of South  
Tyrol. The Catinaccio massif, with its 
numerous peaks, is also known far 
beyond the country’s borders. The 
most striking part of the massif is the 
Catinaccio D’Antermoia peak, which 
stands at a height of 3,002 metres. 
The natural park also includes the 
mountain forests around Siusi, Fiè 
and Tires, and the Ciamin Valley. «

The myth of the Dolomites
In South Tyrolean extreme mountaineer Reinhold Messner’s words, they are “the most  
beautiful mountains in the world“. The incomparable beauty of the Dolomites is widely  
renowned and for many they are synonymous with excellence in winter holidays.
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The fascinating  
mountain scenery  
of the Dolomites.

travelogues, scaled the highest 

mountains in Switzerland and 

were celebrated by the press. 

Gilbert and Churchill had already 

been there but, after reading a 

travel book written by the son of 

London publisher John Murray in 

1837, in which he detailed his hike 

from Brunico to Bolzano through 

the Val Badia and the Val di 

Fassa, they turned their atten-

tion to the Dolomites. Twenty 

years later, they made their own 

way to this little known part of 

the Alps, which at that time went 

by the name of Tyrol.

 

How did they get to Tyrol?

It would have been a laborious 

feat in the mid-19th century. 

They took a boat across the Eng-

lish Channel, a train to Paris and 

on to Lake Constance, another 

boat across Lake Constance and 

a train to Immenstadt, where 

they continued the journey over 

the Brenner by stagecoach. By 

means of stagecoach, they pro-

cured the pack animals to cart 

their luggage through the Valle 

Isarco, and then walked to Bagni 

di Ratzes near Siusi allo Sciliar. 

They found lodgings in the 

well-appointed “Bauernbadl” 

and explored the surrounding 

area of the Seiser Alm and the 

Sciliar. From there, they con-

tinued onwards to the Val di 

Fassa and over the Passo di Cos-

talunga back to Bolzano, all on 

foot, naturally. The following 

summer they travelled the 

eastern and southern Dolo-

mites.

Did the two authors  

keep a diary?

Undoubtedly. Their book sum-

marised the three summers 

they spent exploring the Dolo-

mites, and they recount a 

number of their experiences in 

great detail. The original travel 

book was a magnificent tome of 

almost 600 pages long; it was 

both wordy and witty, but 

makes for hard-going reading 

nowadays. For this reason, I 

tried to shake off the dust of 

the 19th century by fine-tuning 

some passages and abridging 

others. This condensed adapta-

tion pares the book down to Gil-

bert and Churchill’s journeys 

through what were then Tyrol, 

Friuli and Veneto: the beautiful 

lands of the Dolomites. «

Erwin Brunner:  
“The Dolomites had  
long been famed  
in scientific circles.”
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The first-ever “Kastelruther Spatzen Fest” was held 
in August 1985 in Castelrotto. It was a small affair at 
that time, with a slightly different line-up and with-
out the slightest inkling of the success it would 
become. The “Kastelruther Spatzen” (“Castelrotto 
Sparrows”) have long been the undisputed stars of 
the folk scene; over the course of the last few dec-
ades they have sold millions of discs, and are char-
ismatic ambassadors to our homeland. 

Every year tens of thousands of concert guests 
gather in the mammoth marquee tent in the Tirler 
meadow for what is probably the largest meet-up 
in Europe. “The Kastelruther Spatzen Fest is bigger 
than Everest,” as Norbert Rier sings. Wherever their 

“Spatzen” are, that’s where their many fans want to 
be: Men and women, the young and the young-at 
heart; they laugh with them and cry with them, 
cheer them on and wave banners, dance to their 
music and, simply, enjoy being happy. “As if it were 
just yesterday, all together again,” to show their al-
legiance to their “Spatzen.” 

Norbert Rier, frontman of “Kastelruther Spatzen” 
wins people over with his natural charm and au-
thenticity, his unmistakeable voice and his soul-felt 
interpretation of songs. When he sings of his be-
loved home, of yearning and of joy, you believe him 
in every note and every word. In the run-up to the 
jubilee “Spatzen Fest,” Alpe met Norbert for a chat. 

All together  
again…

T

Interview: Elisabeth Augustin 
Photo: Helmuth Rier
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For 35 years the “Kastelruther 
Spatzen,” surrounded by 
thousands of their fans, have 
held a party to beat all parties.  
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ALPE: ALPE: 35 years of the 

great “Spatzen Fest” is an  

incredible success. How much 

does it irritate you when people 

ask how long you’re going to 

keep playing and singing?  

Norbert Rier: (Laughing) The 

older I get, the more often people 

ask me that. There’s a song called 

“Wir sind noch da” (“We’re still 

here”) on our latest CD, and it’s 

about exactly that question. We 

hope to keep playing as long as 

possible, though, as long as we 

continue to enjoy ourselves and 

feel that our music still reaches 

people.  

What is the secret  

of your success?

We’ve been incredibly lucky. We 

did the right thing at the right 

time, and a lot of things just hap-

pened by chance. In the past, as 

today, playing and singing live has 

always been important to us. We 

also enjoy being around people, 

and everybody can see that we’re 

just normal blokes. Despite the 

success, we’ve all still got our feet 

firmly on the ground.  

What kind of songs do the  

“Kastelruther Spatzen” sing?

We’re famed for writing songs 

with lyrics and themes that have 

been inspired by life, set to melo-

dies that stick in your head. We 

also started to make good videos 

early on in our career, which has 

amplified the general effect. I’m 

delighted to see that we still have 

a lot of young fans who listen to 

our music and know the lyrics. 

Do you never get tired  

of the idyllic world that  

you sing about? 

We come in for a lot of criticism 

about our idyllic world, but where 

is it? For some people it’s in the 

big city, and for others it’s some-

where else altogether. The 

themes of our songs can make a 

great impact: And it’s always 

better to try to spread a positive 

message rather than one of panic, 

fear or hate. 

You’ve had a lot of success  

with your herd of “Haflingers”. 

What do your horses mean  

to you?

The horses are my hobby, and 

they do my soul an immense 

amount of good. Feeding horses 

or watching them in the fields is 

incredibly relaxing. Whatever we 

give animals, they give us back. 

As a breeder I have to sell my 

horses, but I always find it hard to 

see them leave. 

One benchmark moment in 

your life was when you had 

heart surgery in October 2017. 

How do you express your  

gratitude that everything  

went well? 

It all happened very quickly, and I 

was extremely lucky that they 

managed to operate in time. I 

spent 3 weeks in a clinic in Augs-

burg, and had a few problems 

after the operation. The one thing 

that really struck me was the 

sense of helplessness that one can 

feel, but it was wonderful to have 

the support of my wife, children 

and siblings. One doctor made me 

promise that I would sing “Ich 

schwör” (“I vow”) at her wedding. 

“If everything goes well, I’ll be 

delighted to,” I said. And one year 

later I fulfilled my promise, with 

the greatest of gratitude. 

Will you ever return  

to roots and play smaller  

concerts, like at the  

beginning of your career? 

In the past we played at a lot of 

traditional dances and we’ve tried 

to keep doing it over the years, 

although we’ve got into the habit 

of the big stage and all the effort 

that involves. Personally, I like 

playing at smaller events: We play 

older pieces, and everybody 

dances to our songs. That’s what I 

miss the most; in the past, a lot of 

people would dance at our con-

certs. Maybe the older you get, 

the more you speak about the 

past. We are grateful for 

everything that life has offered 

us, and how well it has all gone. « 

You can read the full  
interview with Norbert Rier  
in a special edition of this 
magazine published in  
October 2019 on occasion  
of the 35th “Kastelruther 
Spatzen Fest.” 

Through this “ALPE – Seiser 
Alm Special Magazine,” Sei-
ser Alm Marketing together 
with the Tourist Offices of 
Castelrotto, Siusi allo Sciliar, 
Fiè allo Sciliar, Seiser Alm 
and Tires al Catinaccio come 
together in extending their 
thanks to the “Kastelruth 
Spatzen” and their countless 
fans. 
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35 Jahre „Kastelruther Spatzen Fest“

Il 35° anniversario della “Festa dei Kastelruther Spatzen”

35th anniversary of the “Kastelruther Spatzen Fest”

DE | IT | GB

Platz für  

Tradition.
Zum Beispiel für deine Werte.  

Und was ist dir wichtig?

Spazio alla 

tradizione.
Ad esempio per i tuoi valori.  

Cosa conta di più per te?

Als Südiroler Bank sind wir mit der lokalen Kultur und unserem 

Brauchtum fest verwurzelt. Südtirol ist einzigartig und darum fördern 

wir seine kulturelle Vielfalt.  www.raiffeisen.it

In veste di banca altoatesina, le nostre radici affondano nella cultura, 

nelle usanze e nei costumi del territorio. L’Alto Adige è una realtà unica 

nel suo genere, la cui ricchezza culturale merita di essere valorizzata.   

www.raiffeisen.it
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Kastelruth - St. Ulrich

Castelrotto - Ortisei

In spite of his success, “Kastelruther Spatzen”  
frontman Norbert Rier has lost none of his  
unassuming authenticity or his love for nature. 
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The shop in Fiè village square is everything except big. Rainer Delago 
is the third generation of his family to run the last authentic village 
store: The embodiment of a village shop, it stocks a surprising wide 
array of wares and is the living proof that upholding family tradition 
can go hand-in-hand with innovation and embracing the new. 

When you step into the square, a triangular ar-
rangement of church, “Kreuzwirt” hotel and the 
J. Delago general store, it’s almost as if time has 
come to a standstill. Its name set on the façade of 
the wall in timeless ceramic lettering, the shop win-
dow is uncluttered and features an ever-changing 
selection of local specialities, blue-edged white 
enamel crockery and unassuming household uten-
sils. Once you step inside the store, however, the 
shelves and counter ooze with 1970s allure, and 
you almost want to rub your eyes in disbelief. It’s 
not just that time seems to have stopped, it’s that 
there seems to be - and the truth doesn’t belie the 
impression - everything you could ever imagine, 
from neatly organised shelves of wool to haber-
dashery, household utensils, socks and stockings, 
a vast array of chemist’s products and the focal 
point of the store: gourmet foods and groceries. 

In an area of just 80 m2, then, it is indeed possi-
ble to stock everything that a person could ever 

need, provided that the storekeeper puts his ex-
perience and conviction into practice and selects 
his wares wisely. Although space restrictions may 
have been the initial motive for such creativity in 
self-restraint, Rainer Delago has made a virtue of 
it. Around 50 years in age, although Rainer gives 
the impression of being somewhat reserved on 
first acquaintance he becomes unexpectedly an-
imated and chatty when asked about the history 
and philosophy of his little shop-universe, which 
is holding up well against the competition from 
two larger supermarkets and continues to inhabit 
its permanent space in the Church Square in Fiè.

The shop looks back on a long family tradition, 
and was founded by Rainer’s grandfather Johann 
Delago. Son of a large family from Bulla, he came 
to Fiè in 1931 and rented the “Kreuzwirt” hotel, to-
gether with the grocery store: At that time, tav-
erns and grocery stores were often housed under 
one roof and, if you take a look at old photographs, 

The best things ...

W

»
Text: Sabine Funk 
Photo: Helmuth Rier»

Since 1958 in prime position,  
in the pretty church square  
in Fiè allo Sciliar.
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you can see that what is now the bar area of the 
“Kreuzwirt” was at one time the general store. The 
“Kreuzwirt” as partially destroyed in an air raid 
on Fiè in 1945, after which Johann Delago Sr. re-
located his shop to the “Löwenwirt” in the erst-
while village square in Fiè di Sopra.  A short time 
later he moved once again, this time to Bolzano, 
where the family ran the “Penegal” restaurant in 
the Piani area of the town, still serving customers 
to this day. They remained there until 1958, when 
a house came up for sale opposite the “Kreuzwirt” 
in the Piazza della Chiesa in Fiè di Sotto; Johann 
Delago seized the opportunity to move back to 
Fiè with his family, and the building he purchased 
has been home to both the store and the Delago 
family ever since.  

The building - or at least, the site of the build-
ing - has lived an eventful life over the centuries. 
Documents dating to the 16th century list it as a 

general store and tavern run by a certain “Stoffl 
Schweizer,” and it changed hands and purposes 
a number of times in the years to follow. In the 
mid-17th century the building was owned by the 
von Kuehpach family, and went by the name of 
“Frischhaus” (“Fresh House”), which was used as 
a summer retreat. It then became a doctor’s sur-
gery for a short while, and later was converted 
into a tailor’s workshop. At the beginning of the 
18th century the building burned to the ground. 
After many successive changes of ownership, the 
house returned to its original purpose when it was 
bought by the Delago family, and has been a “gen-
eral store” for over 60 years.

If you grow up in a store like this, you are born 
working and - as is customary in family businesses 
- keep on doing so far beyond the normal age of 
retirement. The father of the current owner, also 
named Johann, was born here in 1942 and worked 

Marianne and Rainer Delago  
(to the right of the photo)  
stock an incredible array  
of wares in their village shop.

»
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in the store until his death in 2007, and everyone 
knows his widow Marianne, at the till nearly every 
day: She came to Fiè from the Valle Sarentino in 
1966 and, after nearly 80 years of shop life, gives 
not the slightest impression of being tired of it. 
Rainer Delago and his sister also grew up among 
the narrow shelves and have helped out since 
childhood. Rainer always knew that he would take 
over the shop and, after graduating from the local 
business school, he joined the family business full 
time. His younger sister Irene, a well-known mid-
wife in the area who is often to be found lending a 
hand in the shop, opted for a career in health care, 
but Rainer Delago, as he says himself, was always 
interested in food and drink.

Sustainability. Rainer’s ardent interest in the 
dynamics of production, distribution channels 
and consumer patterns in the food industry is a 
potent stimulus to him. Whenever he has been 
abroad, he has always gone to take a look around 
the supermarkets: It’s an occupational illness, he 
says. And he doesn’t like everything he sees in 
big retail and discount stores with their giveaway 
prices: This is no surprise, as the small store in the 
square stocks an incredibly vast array of organic 

food, Fair Trade products and regional products, 
with a particular emphasis on product directly 
sourced from Fiè businesses. Immediately after 
taking over the store, Rainer heard of an envi-
ronmentally-friendly labelling scheme organised 
by the Trade and Service Association and the En-
vironmental Agency, explains Rainer Delago. He 
took a look at the list of criteria and noticed that 
he would hardly have to change a thing in order 
to meet the ecological, biological, regional and 
fair trade requirements: In addition to the eco-
logical aspects the primary standard was quality, 
which often coincide spontaneously, such as the 
Altro Mercato (Fair Trade) food and the farming 
products of the region. Both locals and guests are 
always delighted to select their choice of these 
products and pack them up in the “Völser Taschl” 
gift bags designed by Rainer. 

You have to come up with ideas if you want to sur-
vive as a small store. Now that the Pramstrahler 
butcher has closed down, the J. Delago general 
store is the last of seven shops that once inhab-
ited the church square. When will the village store 
meet the same fate? Rainer Delago laughs, but 
won’t be drawn into conjecture. «

Rainer Delago  
grew up in and  
with his parents’  
shop. Quality  
is vital to him. 

Delago offers many products with  
ecological, regional and fair production.
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Rainer Delago can also be seen in the video – series “Völs im Herzen/Fiè nel cuore“ on
the facebook page of the tourist office Fiè allo Sciliar https://www.facebook.com/voelsamschlern/,
or on YouTube http:/bit.ly/VoelsimHerzen-FienelCuore.
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Lavished with endless attention to detail and stitched from precious  
fabrics, the traditional “Kastelruther Tracht” is an exquisitely fine 
garment. The museum in the Laechler Manor in Castelrotto  
village square is home to an exhibition of traditional clothing,  
displayed alongside captivating images from bygone years.  

A museum is a place which houses and displays a 
collection of unusual items, an appellation which 
undoubtedly applies to the “tracht” of Castelrotto. 
A few years ago Petra Paolazzi, curator of the vil-
lage museum, carried out a survey on the impor-
tance of traditional attire to the local people: The 
results confirmed the hypothesis, and spurred the 
museum and local heritage society onwards in their 
efforts to establish a museum dedicated to the tra-
ditional apparel of the area. The museum had al-
ready been collecting traditional clothing for many 
years, and had provided support to cultural his-
torian Christoph Gasser in the publication of his 
two-volume work detailing the origins, evolution 
and diversity of the traditional clothing worn in the 
holiday area Seiser Alm, facets which the museum 
also wanted to showcase in the exhibition.

In years gone by the “tracht” was primarily hand-
sewn within the home; children began to hone their 
sartorial skills at an early age and, as such, familiar-
ity with its intricacies was passed down through the 

Sunday’s Best

A

»
Text: Barbara Pichler 
Photo: Helmuth Rier

Every Tracht has  
its own story to tell. 
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generations as a matter of course. Today, in collect-
ing, organising and archiving the traditional cloth-
ing of the region, the museum endeavours to take 
up the mantle of passing on these ancient skills. 

Some families own one or more “trachts”, and the 
older generations have a wealth of fascinating in-
formation on its peculiarities and variants, and 
how it should be worn. These “tracht authorities” 
do not always agree on the finer points, however, 
as each expert has the tendency to recall history as 
they remember it from their own families. In cen-

turies past, clothing was legislated with unambigu-
ous clarity: Rural folks were permitted to wear tex-
tiles of their own making only, unvarying in shape 
and colour, while fine silks and expensive brocades 
were the preserve of the nobility. The Sumptuary 
Laws were ultimately repealed by Empress Maria 
Theresa. During the economic boom of the 18th 
century people lived a life of relative ease, and, like-
wise, wanted to dress well. This was the point in 
time when people became ‘modern’: They began to 
adopt fashionable touches into their clothing, and 

regional idiosyncrasies came into being. To this day, 
one can tell exactly which part of South Tyrol some-
body comes from just by looking at their “tracht”.  

“Trachts” follow strict rules. A “tracht” has to sit 
well, and even to this day it is made to measure 
- another aspect which contributes to its unique-
ness. The wearing of the “tracht” follows strict rules 
which are, for the main part, passed down within 
families. How should the shoulder shawl be folded? 
Which side of a man’s hat should the carnation lie 
on, and what distinguishes a true Castelrotto car-

nation from others? The occasion in question also 
determines the type of “tracht” one should wear. 
A woman, originary from Castelrotto needs help 
to dress: every pleat and fold has to sit perfectly, 
and every detail has to be positioned and laced up 
correctly.

In the museum. Seven life-size mannequins in the 
museum wearing “trachts” from the 18th to the 
20th century showcase the varieties of the tradi-
tional Castelrotto clothing. Safeguarded in glass 
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Precious, and made  
from exquisite materials:  
The tracht, traditional  
costume from Castelrotto.
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cabinets, they are dressed in shawls made from 
the finest of silk and wool muslin together with 
matching ribbons for the apron. One can also see 
the lace collars of the women’s “tracht”, the chest 
bands of the men’s “tracht” and intricately carved 
hair combs. The “trachts” on exhibition were col-
lected by the Cultural Heritage Association, and 
some of them are on loan to the museum. Visi-
tors to the exhibition can admire the handmade 
“trachts” in the showcase cabinets, and marvel at 
the precious fabrics and laces and the minute ar-
tistic detail. 

Dating back to a time when people wore one “tra-
cht” for everyday life and another “good tracht” 
for special occasions, many of the photographs 
depict people at work and on festive occasions. 
The family photos featuring, amongst others, 
mother and father surrounded by a sea of chil-
dren, photos of brides and grooms, pictures of big 
farmers’ weddings and young girls on the day of 
their first Communion, are particularly interest-
ing. The images exhibited at the Laechler Manor 
offer guests and locals alike a fascinating insight 
into bygone days. «

7 emotion saunas
Panoramic roof terrace
Romantic organic hay bath for two
Dolomiti saltwater indoor POOL
Exclusive sauna and relaxation area
Vitarium Alpinium with chromotherapy waterbeds

Massages and beauty offers also for non hotel guests

20 m & 360° 
Infinity SKY POOL on the

TOP
 Day SPA:  Use of the entire sauna & pool area.

 Day SPA & Breakfast:   In addition you'll start your SPA DAY with a nice breakfast  

 from the buffet (from 7.15 until 10.30 am). 

 Day SPA & Relax:   In addition a wellness treatment of your choice:  

 body wrap, body peeling or partial body massage.

 Day SPA & Private SPA:   In addition enjoy an hour by two at the Private SPA with  

 candlelight and a glass of sparkling wine with a whirlpool,  

 a steam room and Kneipp foot bath, a shower and a  

 cuddly heart bed. 
 Day SPA & Gourmet:  In addition you'll enjoy a four course dinner - gourmet  

  menu with salad buffet.

  Day SPA & Relax & Gourmet:   In addition a wellness treatment of your choice:

  Body wrap, body scrub or partial massage and in the  

  evening enjoy a four course menu with salad buffet.

ABINEA Dolomiti Romantic SPA
Via Panider Str. 21/1  

I-39040 Castelrotto  

T +39 0471 707 237 

info@abinea.com 

abinea.com 

the best romantik spa area

The finest of clothing  
is exhibited at the  
Castelrotto Museum  
of Traditional Costume.



INGREDIENTS FOR ONE TRAY

·  450 g flour
·  375 g butter
·  375 g sugar
·  375 g ground hazelnuts,  
almonds or walnuts 

·  4 eggs
·  1 heaped tsp. cinnamon 
·  ½ tsp. cloves
·  2 knife-tips powdered coffee
·  Lemon zest
·  2 tsps. baking powder 
·  Redcurrant jam for the filling

METHOD

Chop butter into small pieces and quickly knead 
all ingredients into a smooth pastry, adding 
more flour if necessary. Chill in the fridge for  
at least one hour. 

Grease a baking tray or line with baking paper. 
Press 2/3 of the pastry into the tray, leaving it 
a little higher around the edges, and cover the 
base with a generous layer of jam. Shape the 
remaining pastry into finger-thick rolls and ar-
range in a lattice pattern on top of the jam. 
Bake in a preheated oven at 180°  
for approx. 45 minutes. 

Barbara Pichler
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•  Food 
•  Butcher 
•  Bakery 
•  Confectionery 
•  Hardware 
•  Gardening 
•  Agriculture 
 articles

Famiglia Cooperativa di Castelrotto
Via Panider 24, Tel. 0471 706 330, Fax: 0471 710 501 
info@konsummarkt.com, www.konsummarkt.com

The „Konsum Markt“ is a „colorful“ department store in the heart of 
Kastelruth / Castelrotto. It‘s the wide range of products that makes it 
so extraordinary: You‘ll fi nd not only an extensive assortment of foods 
as well as gourmet specialties from local farmers and organic produ-
ce but also agricultural equipment and hardware / appliances. In selec-
ting the merchandise to be offered in our supermarket, such aspects 
as „local production,“ „short shipping distances,“ and „stimulating the 
local economy“ were major considerations. The wide variety of South 
Tyrolean specialties available here includes traditional „schuettelbrot“ 
(„shake bread“) made by the Burgauner Bakery and Pastry Shop – a 
delicacy usually served together with „Kastelruth bacon.“

We are looking forward to your visit!

Famiglia Cooperativa di Castelrotto
Via Panider 24, 
info@konsummarkt.com, 

Open all year

From Monday

 to Saturday

07:30 - 12:30 a.m.

15:00 - 19:00 p.m.

Fresh
products

from our local
farmers

Linzer Slices
Linzer Slices are one of South Tyrol’s most beloved pastries. With their delicate 
scent of cinnamon and cloves to warm body and soul and a plentiful dose of butter 
and nuts, they are the perfect sweet treat for the cold winter months. 
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> 15 –23 January 2020

FIS WORLDCUP SLOPESTYLE 
SNOWBOARD & FREESKI 

In January, the world’s best freesty-
lers will be taking to their boards 
and skis in a gravity-defying display 
of choreography. The two Slopes-
tyle World Cups will be taking 
place at the Seiser Alm Snowpark. 
Slopestyle, first introduced at Sochi 
2014, is the most recent extreme-dis-
cipline on the Olympic scene, and 
sees athletes competing on a course 
which features a variety of jumps 
and obstacles. Six judges rate tricks 
on creativity, difficulty and execu-
tion or style, while jumps are evalua-
ted on height, range and landing.

FREESKI 
>  Wednesday, 15 January and  

Thursday, 16 January 
Trainings in the morning

>  Friday, 17 January 
Qualifications  9am – 3.30pm

>  Saturday, 18 January  
Semifinals at 10am    
Finals from 11.30am to 2pm  

SNOWBOARD 
>   Monday, 20 January and 

Tuesday, 21 January  
Trainings in the morning

>  Wednesday, 22 January 
Qualifications  9am – 3.30pm

>  Thursday, 23 January 
Semifinals at 10am    
Finals from 11.30am to 3pm  

Free entry! Music and gastrono-
mic specialties in the finish area!
www.seiseralm.it/worldcup

> 19 January 2020

THE TRADITIONAL 
COUNTRY WEDDING   

The Country Wedding in Castelrotto 
has already become a tradition every 
year. It‘s the authentic reproduc-
tion of a historical farmer‘s wedding 
that has been celebrated at the foot 
of the Seiser Alm since time imme-
morial. The throngs of participants 
wear their traditional garments with 
great pride – one of the reasons the 
event has developed into one of 
South Tyrol‘s most spectacular page-
ants. The wedding society, dressed 
in traditional costumes with splen-
didly decorated horse-drawn sleighs, 
moves to the centre of Castelrotto 
and takes visitors on a journey 
back in time to the 19th century.

> 7 February 2020

SOUTH TYROL MOON-
LIGHT CLASSIC SEISER ALM

A sporting event illuminated by the 
glow of flickering torchlight, the 
chance to put your skills to the test 
at international level, and the spec-
tacular winter backdrop of the Seiser 
Alm: In 2020, the Moonlight Classic 
will once again be offering numerous 
athletes and cross-country fans the 
chance to spend a sensational eve-
ning on the Seiser Alm by night. Par-
ticipants can opt to take part in eit-
her the 30 km or the 15 km variant of 
the loop route. Both variants begin 
and end in Compatsch and are raced 
exclusively in classic diagonal style. 
The starting pistol for this 
cross-country spectacle will be fired 
at 8pm. At the start/finish area, 
spectators will already have gathered 
en-masse to enjoy the atmospheric 
display when the alphorn players 
and whip crackers take to the floor 
to set the scene for the evening.   
www.moonlightclassic.info

> 8 February 2020

WINTER BERGLERTAFEL 
MOUNTAINEERS’ BANQUET

In 2020, for the third time the 
legendary summer’s Berglertafel 
Mountaineers’ Banquet in Tires al 
Catinaccio will be featuring on the 
winter events’ program. The day 
commences with a snowshoe walk 
through the untouched, rustic winter 
countryside: Participants will have the 
opportunity to explore the Dolomites 
while determining which snowshoes 
best suit their needs before stopping 
off for the “Flying Buffet” to exch-
ange opinions over a bowl of war-
ming soup or a mulled wine. Like its 
summer counterpart, the Berglertafel 
Flying Buffet will be serving classic 
dishes with a creative twist in a feast 
for the eyes as well as the stomach, 
as participants will discover when 
the day draws to a close with a view 
over the famed Alpenglow of Catinac-
cio at sunset. Tamara Lunger, moun-
taineer from South Tyrol (in 2014 she 
reeched the K2 as the second woman 
of Italy) will accompany you all day. 

> 9 February 2020

WINTER GOLF  
TOURNAMENT

Does a green have to be… well, 
green? At the winter golf tourna-
ment, the greens give way to the 
white snow of the Seiser Alm, and 
golfers are treated to spectacular 
views as they ski or snowboard their 
way from one hole to the next. The 
9 holes range from 61 to 150 m in 
length and are played with bright-
ly-coloured golf balls, so much easier 
to spot against the snowy fairways. 
The tour starts in Compatsch, leads 
on to the Bullaccia, to the Laurin 
and Panorama lifts and back towards 
the set-off point. Excellent cate-
ring and musical entertainment are 
provided along the golf course.

> 18 – 22 March 2020

15th  YEARS  
SWING ON SNOW

Jazz in the mountain huts, soul on 
the slopes and traditional tunes 
in the restaurants in the eve-
nings: Musicians from all over the 
Alpine region will be performing 
from 18 to 22 march 2020 in the 
Seiser Alm holiday area for the 
18th edition Swing on Snow fes-
tival. Bands and singers will be 
setting the tone on the slopes 
and getting old and young, win-
ter sports visitors and music lovers 
alike, into the party mood. 
The modern interpretation of tra-
ditional folk music with jazz, soul 
and pop reflect the musical culture 
of the Alps; listeners can swerve 
in time to the beats and rhythms, 
and weave their way downhill to 
the sounds of the tuba, bass, dulci-
mer and accordion. Concerts will be 
played on the slopes of the Seiser 
Alm in the mornings, afternoons 
in the huts and evenings in the vil-
lages of Castelrotto, Siusi, Fiè allo 
Sciliar and Tires al Catinaccio.     
The concerts are free of charge and 
there is no seat reservation needed.
www.swingonswno.com

> 23 – 27 March 2020

WORLD ROOKIE TOUR – 
FREESKI FINALS

The Seiser Alm Snowpark will host 
the second Freeski Rookie Finals 
which will take place from 23 to 27 
March 2020.The international con-
test combines sports competition 
with a lifestyle experience, where 
talented freeskier aged under 18 
from several nations meet and 
compete for prestigious prizes.
www.worldrookietour.com

> December  2019

MAGICAL CHRISTMAS  
IN THE HOLIDAY AREA 
SEISER ALM

When the fragrant scent of ginger-
bread, cinnamon and mulled wine 
waft through the air, you know it’s 
Advent time at the foot of the Sci-
liar. The pre-Christmas period is a 
time of contemplation here in the 
holiday region of the Seiser Alm. 
The Christmas markets in the villa-
ges of Castelrotto, Fiè and Tires are 
small yet beautiful and get guests 
and locals alike in the mood for 
Christmas time, far away from the 
tumults of the cities. With traditi-
onal handicraft, specialities from 
the South Tyrolean kitchen and 
Christmas-y tunes they invite you 
to enjoy a sociable get-together. 

DATES

Christmas in the mountains  
in Castelrotto 
6 – 8 December 2019 
13 – 16 December 2019 
21 – 22 December 2019 
24 December 2019 
26  28 December 2019 
(from 10am to 7pm) 
24.12.2019 from 10am to 3.pm

Christmas market  
in Fiè allo Sciliar 
6 -8 December 2019 
13 & 14 December 2019 
20 - 22 December 2019 
(from 4pm)  
22.12.2019 from 10am

“Bergler” Advent in Tires  
7 December 2019 
21 December 2019 
(from 4pm)

> 7 December  2019

KRAMPUS PARADE 
IN KASTELRUTH

“Krampus”- who are they and what 
are they doing in Castelrotto? The 
Krampus is a mythical creature reco-
gnized in alpine countries. According 
to legend, the Krampus accompa-
nies St. Nicholas during the Christ-
mas season, warning and punishing 
naughty children, contrary to St. 
Nicholas, who gifts well-behaved 
children with presents. On 7 Decem-
ber Krampus’ teams from Italy, Ger-
many, Switzerland and Austria will 
walk through the streets of Castel-
rotto, wearing hand-crafted masks 
and costumes and ringing bells.

> 14 December  2019 

KID’S SNOW DAY  

The 2019-20 winter season will be 
getting off to a sparkling start with 
the well-known Kid’s Snow Day, 
which will take place on the Seiser 
Alm this year. Every year, the Profes-
sional Association of Ski Instructors 
and the Association of Cable Car 
Operators organize the free „Kid’s 
Snow Day“ to bring the children back 
on the slopes. Last year, over 3,000 
boys and girls participated. Five to 
twelve year olds will have the pos-
sibility to try skiing, snowboarding 
and cross-country skiing all over the 
province on the 14 December. The 
fun should not be missed - especi-
ally in the ski area Seiser Alm, where 
the main event with an extensive 
supporting program takes place 
this year. Registration necessary.
www.kidsnowday.it

> Winter 2019/20

LIVING THE CASTEL  
PRÖSELS IN WINTER

The majestic Castel Prösels, owned 
from the “Kuratorium Castel Prö-
sels” has been refurbished and is 
open also in the winter months for 
guided tours. The castle boasts seve-
ral collections historical arms, the 
valuable “Batzenhäusl” and picture 
collections. In January, February and 
March 2020, every Thursday at 3pm 
a guided castle tour takes place. 
After the one-hour guided tour a 
glass of “Apfelglühmix” a mulled 
local apple juice will be served. 

Guided tour with live music 
and south tyrolean snack:
The 27 December 2019, 2 Janu-
ary and 27 February 2020 at 3pm

> Winter 2019/20

WINTER WITH  
A DIFFERENCE:  
EXPERIENCE NATURE  
WITH YOUR EVERY SENSE 

Discover the highlights of winter 
in the villages of the holiday area 
Seiser Alm and start looking for-
ward at the authenticity of winter!

CASTELROTTO
Hike to the mill of Tisana
Starting from the village of Castel-
rotto we’ll reach the lovely, from the 
owner Leo renovated mill of Tisana.  
Afterwards we continue our hike and 
visit the small Saint Nicholas chapel. 

 
 
 
 
SIUSI ALLO SCILIAR
Fire, Flames & Frying Pans
Leisurely hike to the S. Valentino 
Church, a very special site of pri-
mal power just above Siusi.
We harness the magic of the twilight 
and take a walk to the farm “Zem-
merhof”, where farmer “Paula” will 
cook up a lip-smacking “Muas”. 

FIÈ ALLO SCILIAR
Potato dumpling hike - An expe-
rience hike for the whole family
Starting from the village of Fiè 
allo Sciliar we will reach the 
“Laghetto di Fiè”, where we will 
try our hands at curling. Then we 
hike to the idyllic, legend-steeped 
lakes of “Salmsein” and “Glier”. 
At the end we will savour a tradi-
tional light snack of potato dum-
plings at the farm inn “Stangler”.

TIRES AL CATINACCIO
Snowshoeing into the wilder-
ness of the Valle Ciamin  
We will explore the picturesque win-
ter wonderland in the most natural 
way possible and reach also a spec-
tacular vantage point and a wonder-
ful spot to enjoy a pleasant break.

Detailed information and regis-
tration at the tourist offices. 

Winter Highlights 2019/20
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Summer Preview 2020

> Summer 2020

SEISER ALM BALANCE

As the countryside awakens in 
spring, the urge to get out into the 
open air gets ever stronger and 
draws us out into the great outdoors 
and the spring air. A variety of trai-
ning sessions and workshops in the 
theme of health, balance, nutritious 
diet, optimal training techniques 
and equipment will ensure you 
have all the basics you need to get 
the fresh air and hiking and run-
ning season off to a good start.
In 2020, the series of events will 
be offered again on the topics of 
time-out and retreats in nature as 
well as enjoyment in autumn.
www.seiseralm.it/balance

> 1 May – 31 October 2020

SUMMER AT  
PRÖSELS CASTLE 

At Prösels Castle, enchanting 
matinées and sophisticated evenings 
are offered. The high-quality reper-
toire of artists ranges from the fine 
sounds of classical music through 
down-to-earth brass music to sophi-
sticated jazz. From May to October, 
guided tours take you through the 
historic walls of the castle. Further-
more, in July and August, magical 
family tours, with „Knight Fried-
rich“, „Witch Marta“ and ghostly 
nights with „Fridolin von Prösel-
stein“ let children‘s eyes sparkle.  
www.schloss-proesels.it

> May – July 2020

HIKES FOR  
FLOWER LOVERS

Approximately 790 flowering plants 
and ferns of highly varied appea-
rance and origin can be seen around 
Sciliar mountain over the course 
of the year. Typical Alpine flowers, 
but also botanical rarities, flourish 
on the alp mats, in meadows and 
wheelbarrows. The nature reserve 
authorities organize about 20 gui-
ded hikes every year in coopera-
tion with the tourism associations 
of the nature reserve communities 
with experienced nature reserve 
hiking guide Riccardo Insam. 

> 24 May – 7 June 2020

FESTIVAL OF FLAVOURS 
DOLOMITES

The culinary gourmet experience 
“Festival of Flavours Dolomites” will 
take place for the second time in 
the holiday area Seiser Alm in the 
middle of the Dolomites. During 
this period, a variety of spring-in-
spired and regional dishes awaits 
you. There will be no limits to cre-
ativity: from fresh spring garden 
herbs to slow, gentle cooking styles 
to regional Alpine cuisine – ever-
ything is included. In addition to 
the main festival various gourmet 
side events will be held in the villa-
ges of the holiday area Seiser Alm.
www.genussfestival-dolomites.com 

> 5 - 7 June 2020

38th OSWALD VON  
WOLKENSTEIN  
RIDING TOURNAMENT

3 days, 4 locations and 36 teams: 
In tribute to knight and minstrel 
Oswald von Wolkenstein, the three 
villages of Castelrotto, Siusi and 
Fiè allo Sciliar organise a historical 
riding tournament at its very finest. 
From 5 to 7 June 2020, visitors to the 
Oswald von Wolkenstein Riding Tour-
nament can leap back in time to the 
14th century and experience life in the 
Middle Ages, admire the masterly 
horsemanship and feel the hospita-
lity in South Tyrol. No other riding 
tournament has the good fortune to 
be able to offer this kind of culture, 
tradition, history, sport and folklore 
all combined into one single event. 
The opening ceremony which inclu-
des the celebration and the village 
festival will take place on Saturday, 
6 June 2020, starting at 2.30 pm 
in Siusi allo Sciliar. The traditio-
nal tournament games will take 
place on Sunday, 7 June 2020.
www.ovwritt.com 

> 5 July 2020

8th SEISER ALM  
HALF MARATHON 

21 kilometres, 601 metres of ele-
vation gain and 700 participants: 
These are the characteristic num-
bers of the Seiser Alm Half Mara-
thon on 5 July 2020. Surrounded 
by the Dolomites UNESCO World 
Heritage, the Seiser Alm Half Mara-
thon is a unique experience and 
sporting challenge for both pro-
fessional and amateur athletes.
The starter‘s gun for the run-
ning event with start and finish in 
Compatsch is fired at 10.00 am. 
www.running.seiseralm.it

> 11 July 2020

4th CATINACCIO-SCILIAR 
SKY MARATHON

Right in the very heart of the unique 
Dolomites UNESCO World Heritage, 
an Alpine Mountain Marathon with 
a length of 45 km and around 3,000 
m of elevation difference will be set-
ting off from Tires al Catinaccio: the 
Catinaccio-Sciliar Sky Marathon. The 
challenging mountain race will begin 
in Tires, lead round the Catinac-
cio Massif, over the Sciliar, past the 
Monte Cavone Hut and back to Tires. 
The highest point of the Sky Mara-
thon is the Principe Pass at 2,630 m.
www.skymarathontiers.it 

> July – September 2020

SUMMER CLASSICS  
IN SEIS AM SCHLERN

For lovers of classical music, Siusi 
offers an extraordinary series 
of concerts. Artists will perform 
the works of great composers. 
The “Summer Classics“ concerts 
take place mondays on 9 pm.

> Summer 2020

OPEN-AIR GOURMET 
EXTRAVAGANZA 

With two unusual open-air gour-
met events on the cards, the Sei-
ser Alm summer promises to be 
something of a culinary experience. 

First up is the Berglertafel  (Moun-
taineers’ Banquet) in Tires al Cati-
naccio on 16 July – legendary not 
only for its culinary finesse but 
also for its spectacular views 
over the Catinaccio mountain.

On 29 July, Castelrotto will be welco-
ming its guests to a culinary event 
steeped in history: the Krausen 
Banquet, where the Monte Cal-
vario hill will be providing the his-
torical backdrop for the evening.

> 1 – 31  October 2020

THE KUCHLKASTL -  
CULINARY FESTIVAL  
IN FIÈ ALLO SCILIAR 

The Kuchlkastl Culinary Festival 
has been the culinary highlight of 
autumn in the Seiser Alm holiday 
area for over 40 years now. Gour-
mets and lovers of traditional coo-
king are in for a treat from October 
1st to 31st, when the restaurants in 
Fiè allo Sciliar open their doors for 
the “Gastronomic October” fes-
tival. The chefs will be serving up 
traditional recipes with a modern 
flair. The theme: Old recipes rein-
terpreted and served with love.
www.voelserkuchlkastl.com

> 8 – 11  October 2020

36th KASTELRUTHER 
SPATZEN MUSIC FESTIVAL

Celebrating, spending pleasant eve-
nings together, experiencing the 
“Kastelruther Spatzen” live: The Spat-
zen-Festival in Castelrotto is a must 
for every fan. Surrounded by the 
unique scenery of the Dolomites the 
seven “Spatzen“ enchant all friends 
of traditional music.
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Well-equipped for the future    
In addition to the newly renovated Bamby lift (detachable 6-seater 
chairlift with a bubble hood and fully automated child safety system),  
a conveyor belt has been installed to improve the connection between 
the valley stations of the Bamby and Paradiso lifts, a new overpass  
has been added to the main Monte Piz slope above the Hotel Icaro.
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Around & about

Training camp with friends ...

Winter : directly on 
the ski-, cross-country 
and sledding slopes

Summer : perfect 
starting point for 
wonderful excursions

the ski-, cross-country 
and sledding slopes

Summer : perfect 
starting point for 
wonderful excursions

TIRLER - DOLOMITES LIVING HOTEL
Alpe di  S iusi ,  Dolomites-South Tyrol- Italy

Tel .  + 39 0 471 727 927, Fax + 39 0 471 727 8 49
info @ tir ler.com, www.ti r ler.com

BOOK YOUR SUMMER 

VACATION NOW 

AND ENJOY EXCLUSIVE 

DISCOUNTS

Tirler dolomites living hotel

„Feel at home“

Helicopterservice

Experience 
the Dolomites 
from the sky!

Book at
T +39 331 8877888

info@elikos.com
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The prettiest flowers of all… At the initiative of the Tourist Association Fiè allo Sciliar, a flower competition was held once again last summer  
after a long absence. After extensive consultation, an expert and, of course, incorruptible jury came to their decision: The Bar Flora won the  
award for the most beautiful balcony, the farm inn Pitschlmann took the title for the most beautiful vegetable garden and the farm Moarhof  
was awarded the prize for the most beautiful garden. All participants had the chance to swap ideas and talk shop over a tasty bite to eat at  
the “Pitschlmann.” #völsinflowers

Last summer, the Norwegian Biathlon team and  
the football stars from Bologna FC 1909 once again 
pitched their tents in the holiday area Seiser Alm to 
get into top form for the challenges of the coming 
season. The football pros gave an impressive demon-
stration of their incredible ball skill and fun-filled  
creativity not only on the football field but also  
during the “Knödel Dumpling Contest” at farm inn 
“Stanglerhof” in Fiè allo Sciliar.
The friendly Norwegian biathletes, in the meantime, 
made the most of the ingenious combination of  
altitude training and endless relaxation possibilities 
to recharge their batteries.  



Platz für  
Unbeschwertheit.
Zum Beispiel mit Rundum-Lösungen.  

Reden wir drüber.

Spazio alla 
serenità.
Ad esempio con soluzioni a 360°.  

Parliamone.

Weil wir nicht nur Bank sind, sondern auch Versicherung, sehen wir 

die individuelle Situation unserer Kunden ganzheitlich. Wir beraten  

mit Weitblick und haben Vorsorge- und Absicherungskonzepte,  

die perfekt zu dir, deiner Situation und deinen Zukunftsplänen passen.  

Reden wir drüber.  www.raiffeisen.it

Offrendo non solo servizi bancari, ma anche assicurativi, siamo in grado 

di elaborare una visione a tutto tondo della situazione individuale dei 

nostri clienti. Proponiamo una consulenza lungimirante e piani di  

prevenzione e tutela ideali per te, la tua situazione e i tuoi piani per  

il futuro. Parliamone.  www.raiffeisen.it
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Kastelruth - St. UlrichSchlern - Rosengarten


